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 Rose and the Thorn, OPENING PERFORMERS 

THE WOODLAND PARK WIND SYMPHONY

 STAR WARS MAIN TITLE John Williams arr. Robert W. Smith

 STAR SPANGLED FANFARE Charles J. Torian, Jr.

 Louanne Bright Narrator

 STAR SPANGLED BANNER Words -Francis Scott Key, Music -John  
  Stafford Smith arr. Charles J. Torian Jr

 AMERICAN SALUTE Morton Gould arr. Douglas E. Wagner
 
 SOMEONE TO WATCH OVER ME George and Ira Gershwin
  arr. Warren Barker

 Judith Meyer Guest Artist 

 YOU MAKE ME FEEL SO YOUNG Words-Mack Gordon, Music-Josef Mryow  
  arr. Dave Wolpe

 Mark Linn Wind Symphony Conductor & Associate  
  Director

 FUGUE ON YANKEE DOODLE John Philip Sousa

 IN THE MILLER MOOD Glenn Miller arr. Warren Barker

 LIBERTY BELL MARCH John Philip Sousa

 Ray Cramer Wind Symphony Guest Conductor

  THE SPIRIT OF COLORADO Robert Sheldon

 Clarke Becker Honorary Guest Conductor

 PORTRAIT OF A TRUMPET Sammy Nestico

 Ron Stinson Guest Artist

 ARMED FORCES SALUTE arr. Bob Lowden
We ask that our distinguished active & retired service members please stand to be recognized when your service song is performed.

 AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL Words-Katharine Lee Bates, Music-Samuel  
  Augusta Ward arr. Carmen Dragon

 1812 OVERTURE Tchaikovsky arr. Robert Longfield
A special feature tonight:  Local students will be performing on Memorial Park's "Harmony Park" music pipes,

donated to Memorial Park by Kiwanis & Andersen Construction.

 STARS AND STRIPES FOREVER John Philip Sousa

Rose and the Thorn ~ Opening performers
Rose and the Thorn is the creative collaboration of Briggs Geister (aka Rose) and Kevin 
Michael Leis (aka the Thorn), Colorado’s musical storytellers. Rose and the Thorn marries 
Briggs’ old time jazz and classical styles with Kevin’s background in rock, pop, country,
and blues. Together they’ve sparked the �nest and most poignant songs of their careers.
Their songs paint a picture of what we, as humanity, can all identify with.
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Mountain High Level
PK Enterprises, Inc.
Kellie Case, The Case Advantage at High 
Country Realty 
CORE Electric Cooperative
El Pomar Foundation
Stephanie H. Kaufmann, DDS, PC, FICD  
Edward Jones Investments, Lee Taylor

Elevate & Celebrate
Michael and Maria Bryant
Thies Family Trust
VENU Arts and Culture Foundation

Above the Clouds
Charis Bible College

“We don’t audition you…you audition us” has been the focus of the Woodland 
Park Wind Symphony organization since inception. For over 35 years, the WPWS 
has maintained a mission of being “A Family of People Performing Music of the 
People…One Note at a Time.” 

The WPWS now boasts Swing Factory Big Band, Clarion Winds Clarinet Ensemble, 
Mountain Brass Quintet, HighAltiTooters Flute Ensemble, Woodland Winds 
Woodwind Quintet, and Peak Hornsemble French Horn Choir. 

Judith Meyer ~ Featured Artist
Judith is currently an elementary School Teacher in the Pikes Peak area. She was a featured 
soloist with the U.S. Army Field Band Soldiers’ Chorus, performing for audiences totaling more 
than 600,000 annually, including solo performances with the London and Baltimore National 
Symphony Orchestras, Mormon Tabernacle Choir and the state funerals of Ronald Reagan and 
Gerald Ford.  Judith is also a featured soloist with the First Presbyterian Church of Colorado 
Springs.

Craig Harms ~ Musical Director
In January of 1989 Mr. Harms left Woodland Park Middle School and Senior High School 
as director of bands to devote full time to his own music technology consulting 
dealership…Creative Consultation Service and Bandfo.com. In 1985 Mr. Harms was a 
Fulbright Teacher to London England.  Mr. Harms is internationally known as presenter 
throughout the United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, and Japan on the subject of 
“Computerized Marching Band and Drum Corps Drill and Pageantry Design”.  
He has been, since inception, the conductor of the Woodland Park Wind Symphony. 

Mark Linn ~ Associate Conductor
Besides his position as Woodland Park Wind Symphony Associate Director, Mark Linn is 
Director of Bands at Mountain Vista Community School of the Harrison D-2 School District. 
Mark has a Bachelor of Music Education from the University of Missouri-Kansas City 
Conservatory receiving the prestigious Concerto Aria Award. His bands have performed for 
presidents and competed in several di�erent countries. 

Ron Stinson ~ Featured Artist
Ron graduated in 1972 from Wichita State University with a BME degree, which was 
followed by four years as a member of the NORAD Band in Colorado Springs. After earning
a Master of Music in Trumpet Performance from Yale University in 1978, Ron spent the next 
18 years performing professionally in New York City, mainly focusing on Broadway.  Ron is 
currently the Musical Director of Swing Factory Big Band

Conductor's Circle
Sherri & Scott Albertson
Jean & Je� Baldwin
Joni & Clarke Becker
Lisa Brookbank 
Tamara & David Buttery
Ellen Carrick
Morton Dickson, III
Carolyn & Gary Diming
Sandy and Mike Gellner
Sam Gould
In Loving Memory of Paul, Barbara
Pat and Ian Hyslop
Jane & Dick Lass
Molly Wells, Melora Designs
Marcia & Gary Myers
Michael & Suzanne Perini
Jean Rodeck
Cindy and Jim Rumsey
Sandy & Marsh Sanders
Brenda & Dale Schnitker 
Nitia & Charlie Schroeder
Karla & Ted Schweitzer
Mary Anne & Keith Sheldon
Stephanie Tanis Real Estate
Supermom Cleaning and Organizing
Lorie A. Whitehead
Woodland Veterinary Clinic

Orchestra Level
Ruth Chulick
Susan & Curt Grina
Julie & Ken Matthews
Pikes Peak Credit Union
Cathy Skiles
Karolyn & Brooke Smith
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Clarke Becker ~ Honorary Guest Conductor
Clarke, a native of Colorado Springs and a 1975 Graduate of Baker University, was a High 
School Teacher, Varsity Football and Head Girls Basketball Coach at WPHS for 7 years.  
Clarke is longtime resident of Woodland Park, along with his wife Joni and daughters 
Katie and Jill.  Clarke is a founding member of the Ute Pass Kiwanis Club and a long time 
member of Mountain View United Methodist Church. Clarke’s 17 years of public service 
included Mayor of Woodland Park and Teller County Commissioner.

Ray Cramer ~ Guest Conductor
As the University of Indiana Emeritus Professor, Ray Cramer conducted the Wind Ensemble 
and Chamber Winds. He was president of the Midwest Band Clinic and past president of 
the College Band Directors National Association. 

Dan Park ~ Announcer
Dan has been the “Voice” of the Woodland Park Wind Symphony for several years. He is a 
talented guitar player and member of Swing Factory Big Band and Rose and the Thorn.  
Many may remember Dan as “Wrangler” (Master of Ceremonies) at the recent Western 
Movie Music Concert and  Jedi Master (Master of Ceremonies) at the recent Star Wars 
Concert. Photography is Dan’s profession. Dan’s support allows him a prime spot in the 
WPWS Family.

Future 2026 Wind Symphony Concerts ~
July 26, 7:00 pm - Swing Factory, Ute Pass Cultural Center, Woodland Park

September 19, 7:00 pm - Swing Factory, Butte Theater, Cripple Creek
September 27, 4:00 pm - Woodland Park Wind Symphony, Concert at the Ent Center for the Performing Arts, Colorado Springs

The Woodland Park Wind Symphony

Proudly Presents
Thank You Donors and Sponsors 

www.SymphonyAboveTheClouds.org

www.WoodlandParkWindSymphony.com

Louanne Bright ~ Guest Performer
Since 2014 Louanne has been actively performing in community theatre having appeared 
in 30 community theatre shows.  In 2020 she and her husband Scott moved to Colorado to 
be near family members.  He has appeared as an extra in several movies still in 
production.  She would like to thank Craig for this opportunity to be a voice for WPWS
and Teller County on America's 250th anniversary and Colorado's 150th.  

Additional sponsors who donated after the print deadline are listed on the website.


